XIV.

THE AEMISTICE.

IVTAPOLEON returned to Dresden June 10,1813,
JL i Strange rumors had been circulating among
the inhabitants of this city since Duroc's remains
had passed through. Many thought that the Grand
Marshal's coffin was really the Emperor's, who had
been killed in the last battle, and whose body, they
said, was in a room of the castle where one could
see candles burning all night. When the Imperial
carriage arrived, they maintained that it was not
Napoleon whom they saw, but a stuffed figure.
But when the next day the Emperor appeared on
horseback in a field outside the city gates, they had
to yield to the evidence and to acknowledge that
the winner of so many battles was still alive. He
established himself in the Marcolird Palace, a charm-
ing summer house in the Friedrichstadt suburb. A
large, beautiful garden, the green fields of the Oster-
wiese, on the banks of the Elbe, and the most agreea-
ble exposure rendered this spot in the month of June
far more attractive than the winter palace where
lived the King of Saxony. A large number of troops
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